
Council Minutes 07/25/11 

 
THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOLTVILLE 

CITY COUNCIL 
 July 25, 2011 

 
The regular meeting of the Holtville City Council was held on Monday, July 25, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Civic Center.  Council Members present were Mike Goodsell, Jerry Brittsan, Colleen Ludwig and 
Richard Layton.  David Bradshaw was absent.  Staff members present were Alex Meyerhoff, Nick 
Wells, Alex Silva and Denise Garcia.  City Attorney Steve Walker, City Engineer Jack Holt, and City 
Planner Justina Arce were also present.  City Clerk Glyn Snyder and City Treasurer Pete Mellinger 
were absent.  
  
CITY COUNCIL CLOSED SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Council Member Brittsan called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 
 
CITY COUNCIL OPEN SESSION MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
Council Member Brittsan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION: 
The invocation was led by Pastor Art Zeigler of First Assembly of God. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Council Member Brittsan led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
CITY CLERK RE: VERIFICATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA: 
The City Clerk verified that the agenda was duly posted on July 21, 2011. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION:  
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Willowbend LLC vs. City of Holtville 
No reportable action. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - PENDING LITIGATION: 
(Government Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Claim of Brian Phillips 
Continued to the meeting of August 8, 2011. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS:  
(Government Code Section 54957.6)  
Agency Negotiator:  City Manager 
Management and Supervisor Employees 
Classified Employees 
Direction was given to City Manager. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
1. Approval Of Minutes Of The Regular Meeting Of July 11, 2011 
2. Current Demands #29230 To #29238 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member Goodsell to 
approve Consent Agenda items 1 and 2.  All members present were in favor and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND COMMUNIQUES: 
 
Council Member Goodsell attended the Imperial Irrigation District’s Centennial Banquet at the Casa 
De Manana building in Imperial. 
 
Council Member Ludwig reported she attended the Area Agency Meeting and the I.I.D. Centennial 
Banquet. 
 
Chief Silva gave an overview of reports that he submitted to Council and informed them that there 
were over forty children in attendance for the movie in the park.  He also reported on a small 
structure fire caused by electrical problems and stated that there were no injuries.  Council Member 
Ludwig thanked the Fire Department for the 2010 Year-End report. 
 
City Engineer, Jack Holt, reported that the 4th Street/115 Improvement Project had begun, but they 
were still waiting for a clearance from Cal Trans.  They were concentrating on a bike path on the 
west side of 115 in the meantime. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion/Related Action to Designate a Voting Delegate for the League of California Cities 
Annual Conference – Alex Meyerhoff, City Manager 
Council Member Ludwig expressed that she would like for the City Manager to attend the 
Conference, but Alex Meyerhoff stated that the funds were not available and he would rather have 
staff, Council and Planning Commission Members attend other workshops where training is less 
expensive.  Council Member Goodsell stated that he could not attend a week-long conference.  A 
motion was made by Council Member Goodsell and seconded by Council Member Brittsan to not 
send a City delegate to the League of Cities Annual Conference this year, citing the lack of funds.��
All members present were in favor and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Related Action Regarding Referendum to Eliminate Utility Users Tax – Alex 
Meyerhoff, City Manager 
The City Manager requested that Finance Manager Nick Wells discuss the issue and present the 
report.  Council Member Ludwig thanked the Finance Manager for his report. Council Member 
Goodsell stated that he would like Council to come up with a response.  Holtville resident Clifford 
King spoke in favor of removing the utility tax.  Laura Goodsell spoke in favor of retaining the tax. 
Council Member Ludwig suggested placing an alternative on the ballot.  She requested that the City 
Attorney bring back an alternative to the elimination of the utility tax.  A motion was made by 
Council Member Goodsell to accept the referendum as sufficient and to have a vote to end the utility 
tax on the ballot in the November 2011 Election.  The motion carried 3/1 with Council Member 
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Brittsan opposing.  Council Member Bradshaw was absent. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion/Related Action To Approve The Design And Authorize City Manager to Award  
Contract For A.C. Pavement Repair Along Seventh Street From Brentwood Avenue To Beale 
Avenue – Jack Holt, City Engineer 
A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member Goodsell to 
approve the design and authorize the City Manager to award contract for A.C. Pavement repair along 
Seventh Street from Brentwood Avenue to Beale Avenue.   The motion carried 4/0. 
 

 Discussion/Related Action To Authorize Purchase Of A Radio Consolette To Be Utilized By 
ICSO Dispatch For Dispatching Services For Holtville Fire Department, Public Works And 
Animal Control Officer – Alex Silva, Fire Chief 
A motion was made by Council Member Goodsell and seconded by Council Member Ludwig to 
authorize the purchase of a radio consolette to be utilized by ICSO dispatch for dispatching services 
for Holtville Fire Department, Public Works, and Animal Control Officer.  The motion carried 4/0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – To Review Annual Grantee Performance Reports for CDBG Program 
Income and All CDBG Open Grants – Justina Arce, City Planner 
The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. and closed at 7:16 p.m. with no comments from the 
public.  City Planner Justina Arce gave an overview of her report to Council. 

 
 Discussion/Related Action Regarding Professional Services For The Alamo River Recreational 

Trail Project – Justina Arce, City Planner  
 A motion was made by Council Member Layton and seconded by Council Member Ludwig with 

direction to draft an RFP for the design, bidding and construction management of the professional 
services for the Alamo River Recreational Trail Project.     

  
INFORMATION ONLY: 
Staff Reports 
Written reports were provided by the following:  Finance Manager, Public Works Supervisor, Water 
Works Supervisor, Fire Chief and City Planner. The Fire Chief noted that there was a bee swarm in 
an alley that stung a male subject and a dog fleeing the bee swarm ran into the street and was then 
struck by a motorist.  The Fire Chief also informed Council that the Fire Engine would be back in 
service by the following week. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to come before Council, Council Member Brittsan adjourned the 
Regular City Council Meeting at 7:25 p.m.  

 
_______________________________ 

      Jerry Brittsan, Mayor Pro-tem 
____________________________        
Denise Garcia, Interim City Clerk 


